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Welcome back to campus!  We 
would like to welcome two new 
WAC faculty: Ruth Longobardi, 
teaching Music History, and Marilee 
Mifsud, teaching Questions in 
Communication.  

Announcements: 
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The Spring semester continued a 
trend of breaking records.  Tutors and 
Writing Fellows met nearly 800 writers 
for over 1400 appointments. We man-
aged this feat, for nearly 900 hours 
of contact time with writers, in a small 
suite of ofý ces that has, fortunately, 
just gotten bigger. 

We now  use the former International 
Education Resource Center in our 
building. This large space will help 
us and the Academic Skills Center 
bridge an important gap until the next 
phase of expansion is completed for 
the Boatwright Library.

Over the summer, Director of Aca-
demic Skills Hope Walton and Writing 
Center Director Joe Essid met with 
senior administrators and architects 
to discuss several exciting plans for 
new space to be added to the library, 
including larger and more þ exible 
tutorial ofý ces for both centers. While 
these are long-range plans, ultimately 
they will permit more growth in our 
programs and services. More details 
will appear here soon.

Joe Essid and Nuray Grove 
(English) are experimenting with 
having Writing Fellows work directly 
with Eng. 103 classes. In Dr. Essidôs 
class, Writing Fellow Kate Seferian 
attends class twice weekly and 
conducts draft workshops during 
class time.  Ms. Groveôs Writing 
Fellows, Rachael Byrd and Jeremy 
Snyder, will work in a section of 
103 unlike any before at Richmond: 
the sectionôs enrollment has been 
structured to include an equal number 
of US and international students, who 
will work together to explore issues of 
intercultural communication. 
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Dr. Michael Kerckhove,
Associate Professor of Mathematics

I found the material in the article ñThe 
Science of Scientiý c Writing*ò to be 
very useful for the teaching of writing 
in my Core class. The main principle 
I communicate to students is that as 
author, your job is to set up
expectations in your readerôs 
mind and then to satisfy those 
expectations. ñYour writing in Core will 
be especially effective,ò I tell them, ñif 
you are able to satisfy the readerôs 
expectations in ways that are slightly 
unexpected.ò 

From the outset, expectations for a 
typical Core essay are that the author 
will clearly convey the point he/she is 
trying to make, build evidence (both 
factual and logical) to support the 
thesis statement, clinch the argument, 
then conclude with a brief summary 
of the argument and an indication 
of why the author believes his/her 
thesis is valuable (why the paper was 
worth reading) in the context of our 
course. Once this overall format is 
understood, my Writing Fellows and I 
work with students to help them craft
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te have new materials developed 
by Writing Fellows and tutors.  Ryan 
Jacksonôs ñWhat to Expect from a 
Writing Center Conferenceò, Joanna 
Tarabaôs ñTransitional Phrasesò, 
Alicia Surdykôs ñWriting in French,ò 
G.M. Smithôs ñBuilding Writing Con-
ý dence,ò and Lauren Coneôs ĐCon-
fronting Writing Anxietyò can now 
be found on Writerôs Web.  Visit 
writing.richmond.edu and follow the 
links to our online handbook.
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As part of poet and NEA Chairman Dana 
Gioiaôs visit to campus, UR is sponsoring 
a panel, ñThe Professional and the Poet.ò  
Poet and Writing-Fellows Coordinator 
Cheryl Pallant will be among several 
faculty participating in a discussion on 
the difference between writing for proý t 
and writing for artôs sake.  The event  

takes place on F, Oct 1 at 2pm in Brown-
Alley Room, Weinstein Hall. 
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Writing Fellow Kate Seferian won 
the Margaret Owen Finck Prize for 
Fiction, for her story ñSojournò that 
appeared in the 2004 edition of The 
Messenger. 

If you have an announcement or 
anecdote to run in our next issue, 
please e-mail Cheryl Pallant at 
cpallant@richmond.edu.  We look 
forward to hearing from you!
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Ken Abrams (Psychology) writes 
that ñI plan to use a writing fellow 
for my Psy 200 (statistics) course. 
Students will be required to meet with 
a Fellow and get feedback on their 
ý nal project prior to submitting it to 
me. Final projects entail writing a 
manuscript based on a mini-
experiment that students will design.ò




